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THE COPYRIGHT ACT, 1957 

No. 14 oF 1957 · 

[4th June, 1957] 

An Act to amend and consolidate the law relating to copyright. 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Eighth Year of the Republic 
of India as follows:-'-

CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINARY 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Copyright Act, 1957. 

(2) It extends to the whole .of India. 

(3) It shall come into force on such1 date as the Central Govern
.. ment may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a) ''adaptation" means,-

(i) in relation to a dramatic work, the conversion of 
th~ work into a non-dramatic work; 

(ii) in relation to a literary work or an artistic work, 
the conversion of the work into a dramatic work by way of 

. performance in public or otherwise; 
(iii) in relation to a literary or dramatic work, any 

abridgement of the work or any version of the work in 
which the story or. action is conveyed wholly or mainly by 
means of pictures in a form suitable for reproduction in a 
book, or in a newspaper, magazine or .similar periodical; and 

1 21st January, 1958, vide notification No. 269 dated 21-1-58 Gazette of India, Extra-
or(linary Part II SeCtion 3 page 167. · · 
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(iv) in relation to a musical work, any arrangement or 
transcription of the work; 

(h) ~'architecturaLwork qf art'' .. mean~ . p,ny'. J:rugging pr 
struc:ture :having an artistic character or design, or ar.y model 
for such building or structure; 

( c} "artistic work" means-

(i) a painting, a sculpture, a drawing (including a 
diagram, map, chart or plan), an engraving or a photograph, 

·whether or not any such work possesses artistic quality; 

(ii) an arqhitectural work of art; and 

(iii) any other work of artistic craftsmanship; 

(d) "author" means,-

(i) in relation to literary or dramatic work, the author 
of the work; 

(ii) in relation to a musical work, the composer; 

(iii)· in relation to an artistic work other than a photo~ 
graph, the artist; 

(iv) in relation to a photograph, the person taking the 
photograph; 

(v) in relation to a cinematograph film, the owner of the 
film at the time of its completion; and 

(vi) in relation to a record, the owner of the original 
plate from which the record is made, at the time of the 
making of the plate; 

(e) "calendar year" means the year commencing on the 1st 
day of January; · 

(f) "cinematograph film" includes the sound track, if any, 
and "cinematograph" shall be construed as including any work 
produced· by any process analogous to cinematography; 

(g) "delivery", in relation to a lecture, includes delivery by 
means of any mechanical instrument or by. radio-diffusion; 

(h) "dramatic work" includes any piece for recitation, 
choreographic work or entertainment in dumb show, the scenic 
arrangement or acting form of which is fixed in writing or other
wise but does not include a cinematograph film; 

(i) "engravings" include etchings, lithographs, wood-cuts, 
prints and other similar works, not being photographs; 

(j) "exclusive licence" means a licence which confers on the 
licensee or on the licenses and persons authorised by him, to the 
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exclusion of all other persons (including the owner of the copy .. 
right), any right comprised in the copyright in a work; and 
''exclusive licensee" shall be construed accordingly; 

(k) ... "(}oV~EJl.ffi~rif \YQrk''. W~~IlS. )l.'\\rdt~w~f~h.J~. pl~.g~ ()},' 
published by or under the direction ·or control of.:....;. · 

(i) the Government or any department of ~he GovernL 
ment; 

(H) any Legislature in India; 

(iii) any court, tribl.lnal or other judicial authority in 
India; 

(t) "Indian work" means a literary, dramatic or musical 
work, the author of which is a citizen of India; 

( m) "infringing copy" means,-

(i) in relation to a literary, dramatic, musical or artistic 
work, a reproduction thereof otherwise than in the form ot 
a: cinematograph film; 

(ii) in relation to a cinematograph tUm, a copy of tne 
film or a record embodying the recording in any part of the 
sound track associated with the film; 

(iii) in relation to a record, any such record embodying 
the same recording; and 

(iv) in relation to a programme in which a broadcast 
reproduction right subsists under section 37, a record 
recording the programme, 

if such reproduction, copy or record is :Uade or imported in con
travention of the provisions of this Act; 

( n) "lecture" includes address, speech and sermon; 

(o) "literary work" includes tables and compilations; 

(p) "musical work" means any combination of melody and 
harmony or either of them, printed, reduced to writing or other
wise graphically produced or reproduced; 

( q) "performance" includes any mode of visual or acoustic 
presentation, including any such presentation by the exhibition 
of a Cinematograph film, or by means of radio-diffusion, or by 
the use of a record, or by ·any other means and, in relation to a 
lecture, includes the delivery of such lecture; 

(r) "performing rights society" means a society, association 
or other bQdy, whether incorporated or not, which carries on 
business in India of issuing or granting licences for the 

. performance in India of any works in which copyright subsists; 
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(s) "photogr:aph" include.s photo-lithograph and a11y work 
produced by any process analogo4-s to photogr:aphy hut does not 
include any n_art o.f a . cinematogr(lPh fil¥1; 

.......... Jt) .·_·· ''pl~t!:!'' 1B£!~g!:!~ .. -·E,lB~ ~t~mg~~:p~-..... 9E; g~t~E._ .. I?~Cl:.t~·- ~~-9P~" 
block, mould, matrix, transfer, negative or ot:h~r device used or 
intended to··· be Used for pri:n.ti:n.g or ··reproducing copies •• of any 
work, and any matrix or other appliance by which .records for 
t:he acoustic presentation of the work are or are i.n:be:n.ded to 
be made; 

(u). "prescribed" mea,ns prescribed by rules made under thi::s 
Act; . 

(v) "radio-diffusion" includes commurl.ication to the public by 
any means of wireless diffusion whether in the form of sounds 
or visual images or both; 

. ( w) "record" means any disc, tape, perforated roll or other 
device in which sounds are embodied so as to be capable of 
being reproduced therefrom, other than a sound track associated 
with a cinematograph film; 

' (x) "recording" means the aggregate ofthe sounds embodied 
1n and capable of being reproduced by means of a record~ 

(y} "work" means any of the following works, na-mely:
(i) a literary, dramatic, musical or artistic work; 

(ii) a cinematograph film; 

(iii) a record; 

(z) "work of joint authorship" means a work produced by 
·the collaboration of. two or more authors in which the contri
bution of one author is not distinct from the c~mtribution of the 
other author or authors; 

(za) "work of sculpture" includes casts and models. 

Meaning of 3. For the purposes of this Act, "publication" means,-,-
publication. 

(a) in the case of a literary, dramatic, musical or a;r:tistic 
.. , ·work, the issue of copies of the work to the pU,plic,: in sufih;ient 

quantities; · · · -

(b) in the case of a cinematogr:aph film, the sale or hire or 
offer for sale or hire of the film or copies thereof to the public; 

(c) in the case of a record, the issue of records to the 
public in ·sufficient quantities; 

but does not, except as otherwise expressly provided in this Act, 
include,-

( i) in t:he case . of a literary, dramatic or musical work, the 
issue of any records recordil}g such work; 
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(ii) in the case of a work of sculpture or an architectural 
work of art, the issue of photographs and engrq.vings of such 
work. 

4. Except in relation to infringement of copyright, a work shall W~eaci:'n':¢~ 
not be deemed to be published or performed in public, if published, to he ... · · 
or performed in public, without the licence of the owner of the copy- ~~~~:J~~:!ted 
right. in public. 

5. For the purposes of this Act, a work published in India shall When work 

be deemed to be first published in India, notwithstanding that it has ~:~~:tdp~b
been published simultaneously in some other country, unless such lish~d in 
other country provides a shorter term of copyright for such work; Indta. 

and a work shall be deemed to be published simultaneously in 
India and in anotlher country if the time between the publication 

. in India artd the publication in such other country does not exceed 
thirty days or such other period as the Central Government may, 
in relation to any specified country, determine. 

6. If any question arises,- Certain 
disputes to 

(a) whether for the purposes of section 3, copies of an,y be decided 

l 't . d t' . l t' t' . k d . d by Copyright 1 erary, rama 1c, mus1ea or ar 1s 1c wor , or recor s are 1ssue Board. 
to the public in sufficient quantities; or 

(b) whether for the purposes of section 5, the term of copy
right for any work is shorter in any other country than that 
provided in respect of that work under this Act; 

it shall be referred to the Copyright Board constituted under sec
tion 11 whose decision thereon shall be final. 

. . 

7. Where, in the case or£ an unpublished work, the making of the Nationality 

work is eextended over a considerable period, the author of the ~fh~~~~hre 
work shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deemed to be a citizen making of 

of, or domiciled in, . that country of which he was a citizen or ~~~k~!i~~=d 
wherein he was domiciled during any substantial part of that tcnd~d over 

Period . con~tderable 
· • penod. 

8. For the purposes of this Act, a body corporate shall be deemed Domicil~ of 
to be domiciled in India if it is incorporated under any law in force corporattons. 
in India. 

CHAPTER II 

COPYRIGHT OFFICE AND COPYRIGHT BOARD 

9. (1) There shall be established for the purposes of this Act an Copyright 
office to be called the ·Copyright Office. Office. 

(2) The Copyright Office shall be under the immediate control of 
639 M. of Law-7 
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the Registrar of Copyrights who shall act under the S"\lperintendance 
and direction <if the Central Government. 

(3) Thy.re shall he a seal foD the Copyright Office. 

~~~~rartcl 10 .. (1) rf~~G~~t~~l Govemmer1t sh~JlJlppoint g i{.g;~trar of Gopy- .·· 
Regist~ars .of rights and may appoint one or more Deputy Registrars of Copy-
Copynghts. rights. · · 

Copyright 
Board. 

(2) A Deputy Registrar of Copyrights shall discharge under the 
superintendence and direction of the Registrar of Copyrights such 

· functions of the . Registrar under this Act as the Registrar may, from 
iime to time,· assign to him; and any reference in this Act to the 
Registrar of Copyrights shall include · a reference to a Deputy 
Registrar of Copyrights when so discharging any such functions. 

11. (1) As soon as may be after the commencement of this Act, 
the Central Government shall constitute a Board to -be called the 
Copyright Board which shall consist of· a Chairman and not less 
than two nor more than eight other members . 

. (2) The Chairman and other members of the Copyright Board 
shall hold office for such period and on such. terms and conditions 
as may be prescribed. · 

(3) The Chairman of the Copyright Board shall be a person who 
is, or has been, a Judge of the Supreme Court or a HighCourt or is 
qualified for appointment as a Judge of a High Court. 

(4) The Registrar of Copyrights shall be the Secretary of the 
Copyright Board and shall . perform such ~unctions as may be 
prescribed. · 

:~~~~u~!dof 12. (1) The CoJ?yright Board shall, subject to ~ny rules that may 
Copyri2ht be made under this Act, have power to ·regulate Its own procedure, 
B0 ard. including the fixing of places and times of its sittings: 

Provided that the Copyright Board shall ordinarily hear any pro
ceeding instituted. before it under this Act within the zone in which, 
at the time of the institution of the proceeding, the person institut
ing the proceeding actually and voluntarily resides or carries on 
business or personally works for gain. 

Explanation.---Iu this sub-section "zone" means a zone specified in 37 of I9S'· 
section li5 of the States Reorganisation Act, 1956. 

(2) The Copyright Board may exercise and discharge its powers 
and functions through Benches constituted by the Chairman of the 
Copyright Board from amongst its members, each Bench consisting 
of not less than three members. 

(3) If there is a difference of opinion among the members of the 
Copyrigilt Board or ariy Bench thereof in respect of any matter 
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coming before it for decision under this Act, the opirdon of the 
majority shall prevail: 

Provided that where there is no such majority-"-

(lf H the Chairman was one<~£ the mefub~ts who h.eard the 
matter, the opinion of the Chairman shall prevai.l; 

(ii) if the Chairman was not one of the members who heard 
the . matter, the matter shall be referred to him for his opinion 
and that opinion shall! prevail. 

( 4) The Copyright Board may authorise any of its members to 
exercise any of the powers conferred on it hy section 74 and any 
order made or act done in exercise of those powers by the member; 
so authorised shall be deemed to be the order or act, as the case may 
be, of the ·Board. 

(5) No member of the Copyright Board shall take part in any 
proceedings before the Boa;-d in respect of any matter in which he 
has a personal-interest. 

( 6) No act done or proceeding taken by the Copyright Board 
under this Act shall be questioned on the ground merely of the . 
existence of any vacancy in, or defect in the ·constitution of, the 
Board . 

. (7) The Copyright Board shall be deemed to be a civil court for 
the purposes o.f sections 480 and · 482 of the Code of Criminal Proce

' of 1 898, · dure, 1898, and all proceedings before the Board shall deemed to 
be judicial proceedings within the meaning of sections 193 and 228 ~ 

45 of x86o the Indian Penal Code. 

CHAPTER III 

COPYRIGHT 

13. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section and the other Workain 
provisions of this Act, copyright shall subsist throughout India in ~hich copy-
the following classes of works, that is to say,- !!:~~aut)-

( a). origiual literary; dramatic, musical and artistic works; 
(b) cinematograph films; and 
(c) records. 

(2) Copyright shall not subsist in any work specified in sub
::;ection (1), other than a work to which the provisions of section 40 
or section 41 apply, unle::;s,-

(i) in the case of a published work, the work is first published 
in India, or where the work is first published outside India, the 
atJ.thor is at the date 9f such publication, or in a case where the 
author was dead at that. date, was at the time of his death, a 
citizen of India; 
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(b) in the case of ·an artistic work, to do or authorise the 

doing of any of the following acts, namely:-

(i) to reproduce the work in any material form; 

(ii). to ~ublish
0 

the work; .. 

(iii) to include the work in any cinematograph film'; 

(iv) to make any adaptation of the work; 

(v) to do in relation to an adaptation of the work any of 
the acts specified in relation to the work in clauses (i) to 
(iii). 

(c) in the case of a cinematograph film, to do or authorise 
the doing of any of the following acts, namely:-

(i) to make a copy of the film; · 

(ii)· to cause the film, in so far as it consists of visual 
images, to be seen in public and, in so far as it consists of 
sounds, to be heard in public; 

(ii-i) to make any record embodying the recording in 
any part of the sound track associated with the film by 
utilising such sound track; 

(iv) to communicate the film by radio-diffusion;_ 

(d) in the case of a record, to do or authorise the doing 
of any of the following acts by utilising the record, namely:-

(i) to make any other record embodying the same 
recording; 

(ii) to cause the recording embodied in the record to 
be heard in public; 

(Hi) to communicate the recording embodied in the 
record by radio-diffusion. 

(2) Any reference in sub-section (1) to the doing of any act in 
relation to a work or a translation or an adaptation thereof shall 
include a reference to the doing of that act in relation to a substan
tial part thereof . 

. 15 .. ( 1) ~opyright shall not su~sist under this Act. in any design Special pro
which IS reg1stered under the Indian Patents and Designs Act, 1911. vision regar

ding Copy-
(2) Copyright in any design, which is capable of being registered right in. desi-

under the Indian Patents and Designs Act, 1911, but which has not ~ds ~~g~;~~
been so registered, shall cease as soon as any article to which the ble. of being 

design has been applied has been produced more than fifty times ~~d~~e;h~ In
by an industrial process by the owner of the copyright or, with his dian Pat.ents 

li b ·th and DeSigns cence, y any o er person, Act, 19n. 
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Nocopyright 16. No person shall be entitled to copyrignt or any similar right 
· ~~6~Jed f~ in any work, whether published or unpublished, otherwise than 

this Act. t:tP;~eran.d.iti accol'~all.ce ',Vi;t}J. t}l.eJll'?;'isiol1~ of. w.is A~t or ~tal1! 
other law forthe time bei.llg iri force, but nothllig iri this seCtion 
shall be construed as abrogating any right or jurisdiction to restrain . · 
a breach of trust or confidence. 

CHAPTER IV 

0WNERSIUP OF COPYRIGHT AND THE RIGHTS OF THE OWNER 

First o~ner 17. SubjeCt to the provisions of this Act, the author of a work 
of copynght. shall be the first owner of the copyright therein: 

Provided that-:-

· (a) in the case of a literary, dramatic or artistic work made 
by the author in the course of his employment by the proprietor · 
of a newspaper, magazine or similar periodical under a contract 
of service or apprenticeship, for the purpose of publication in a 
newspaper, magazine·· or similar periodical, the said proprietor 
shall, in the absence of any agreement to the contrary, be the 

·first owner of the copyright in the work in so far as the copy-
right relates to the publication of the work in any newspaper, 
magazine or similar periodical, or to the reproduction of the 
work for the purpose of its being so published, but in all other 
respects the author shall be the first owner of the copyright in 

·the work; 

(b) subject to the provisions of clause (a), in" the case of a 
photograph taken, or a painting or portrait drawn, or an engrav
ing or a cinematograph film made, for valuable consideration at 
the instance of any person, such person shall, in the absence of 
any agreement to the contrary, be the first owner ·of the copy
right therein; 

(c) in the case of a work made in the course of the author's 
employment under a contract of service or apprenticeship, to 
which clause (a) or ciause (b) does not apply, the employer 
ahall, in the absence of any agreement to the contrary, be the 
first owner of the copyright therein; 

(d) in the case of a Government work, Government shall, 
in the absence of any agreement to the contrary, be the first 
owner of the copyright therein; 

(e) in the case of a work to which the provisions of section 
41 apply; the international organisation concerned shall be the 
first owner of the copyright therein. 
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18. (1) The owner of the copyright in ~m existing ':"ork or the Afssignm.enht 
. h . ht . f t k . t o copyng t. prospective owner of t e copyng m a u ure wor may assign o 

any person the copyright either wholly or partially and either 
generally or. subject to ·lirnit~ti611~ ('lnd ~ither .for the ·whole term of 
the copyright or 'any part thereof: .. ·· 

Provided that in the case o:f the assignment of copyr~ght in any 
future work, the assignment shall take effect only when the work 
comes into existence. 

(2) Where the assignee of ·a copyright becomes entitled to any 
right comprised in the copyright, the assignee as respects the rights 
so assigned, and the assignor as respects the rights not assigned, 
shall be treated for the purposes of this Act as the owner of copy
right and the provisions of this Act shall have effect accordingly. 

(3) In this section, the ·expression "assignee" as respects the 
assignment of the copyright in any future work includes the legal 
representatives of the assignee, if the assignee dies before the work 
comes into existence. 

19. No assignment of the copyright in any work shall be vali~ M~de of 
1 "t . . 't' . d b th . b h" d 1 th ass,gnment. un ess I Is m Wri mg signe y e assignor or y Is u y au o-

rised agent. 

20. Where under a bequest a person is entitled to the manuscript ~ra~~;~ii~ 
of a literary, dramatic or musical work, or to an artistic work, and in manu;
the work was not published before the death of the testator, the ~~~~nie~ary 
bequest shall, unless the contrary intention is indicated in the disposition. 
testator's will or any codicil thereto, be construed as including the 
copyright in the work in so far as the testator was the owner of the 
copyright immediately before his death. · 

Explanation.-In this section, the expression "manuscript" means 
the original document embodying the work, whether written by 
hand or not. 

21. (1) The author of a work may relinquish all or any of theRight of 
. ht . d . th . ht . th k b . . t' . . author to rig s comprise m e copyrig m e wor y givmg no ICe m relinquish 

the prescribed form . to the Registrar of Copyrights arid thereupon copyright. 
such rights shall, subject to the provisions of sub-section (3), .cease 
to exist from the date of the notice. · 

(2) On receipt of a notice under sub-section (1), the Registrar 
of Copyrights shall cause. it to be· published in the Official Gazette 
an<;l in such other manner as. he may deem fit. 
•, \. 

(3) The relinquishment of all or any of the rights compris~d in 
the copyright in a work shall not affect any rights subsisting in 
favour of any person on the date of the notice referred to in, sub
section (l):· . . ··- ------ ,, . -·- - --~~--~ 
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CHAPTER V 

TERM OF COPYRIGHT 

[ACT 14: 

Jo~;;i~ltin 22. Except as otherwi~e hereinafter provided, copyright .~11~11 
published·.. subsist in any literary, dramatic, musical or artistic work (other 
!~ti~?'b~s~: than a photograph) published within the lifetime of the author until 
cal and !lrtis- fifty years 'from the beginning of the calendar year next following 
tic works. the year in which the author dies. 

Term of 
copyright in 
anonymous 
and pseu
donymous 
works. 

Explanation.-In this section the reference to the author shall; in 
the case of a work of joint authorship, be construed as a reference to 
the author who dies last. 

23. (1) In the case of a literary, dramatic, musical or artistic 
work (other than a photograph),· which is published anonymously 
or pseudonymously, copyright shall subsist until fifty years from 
the beginning of the calendar year next following the year in which 
the work is first published: 

Provided that where the identity of the author is disclosed before 
the expiry of the said period, copyright shall subsist until fifty years 
from the beginning of the calendar year next following the year 
in which the author dies. 

(2) In sub-section (1), ·references to the author shall, in the case 
of an anonymous work of joint authorship, be construed,-

(a) where the identity of one of the authors is disclosed, as 
references to that author; 

(b) where the identity of more authors than one is disclosed, 
as references to the author who dies last from amongst such · 
authors. 

(3) In sub•section (1), references to the author shall, in the case 
of a pseudonymous work of joint authorship, be construed,-

(a) where the names of one or more (but not all) of the 
authors are pseudonyms and his or their identity is not 
disclosed, as references to the author whose name is not a 
pseudonym, or, if the names of two or more of the authors are 
not pseudonyms, as references to such of those authors who dies 
last; 

(b) where the names of one or more (but not all) of the 
authors are pseudonyms an~ the identity of one or more of 
them is disclosed, as references to the author ·who dies last 
from amongst the authors whose names are not pseudonyms 
and the authors whose names are pseudonyms and are 
disclosed; and 

(c) where the names of all the authors are pseudonyms and 
. the identity of one of them is disclosed, as references to the 
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author whose identity is di~clos<:M ~r if the identity of two or 
more of such authors is di-sclosed, as references to $:U,c:Qofth.ose 

. a~thQrs wlJ.o.Cl,~es .. lc;~,s.t. · 
' Expldna:tibn.-Forthe pur~6ses ()f tn.ls section,· theidkhHty &ran 

author shall be deemed to have been dbclosed, if either the identity, 
of the author is disclosed publicly by both the author . and the 
publisher or is otherwise established to the satisfaqtion of the Copy-
right Board by that author. 

24. (1) In the case of literary, dramatic or musical work or an Term of 
engraving, in which copyright subsists at the' date of the death of copyright in 

. . . ,. : . • . . . . . . . . , . . • . . . · ·posthumous 
the author or, m the case of any such work of JDmt authorship, at work, 

or iirirhediately before the. date of the death of the author who dies 
last, but which, or any adaptation of which, has not been published 
before that date, copyright shall subsist until fifty years £tom the 
begjlnning of the calendar, year next following the year in which the 
work is first published or, where an adaptation of tlite v,ro;r:k is 
published in any earlier year, from the beginning of the calendar 
year next following that year. 

(2) For the purposes of this section a literary, dramatic or musical 
w;<Ork.or an adaptation. of any such work shall be deemed to. have . 
been published, if.it has b~n performed in public or if. a-ny re,cprd~,; 

made in respect of the work have been sold to the public or have 
bee:n qffered for sale to the public. · 

'2'5: In the case of a photograph, copyright shall subsist ,.untii Tern; of 
fifty years from the beginning 6f the calendar year riext following ~h~;;!!~~ 
the year in which the photograph is pu'blisheu. · · · 

. ' ' 
· 26, In the case of a cinematograph film, copyright shall subsist Term of 

uptil fifty years. from the beginning of the calendar year: next follow- ~i!::!~~t._ in 

ing.,t~ year in which the film is published. .graph films • . :n. 

2.7. In the case of a reco·rd, copyright shall subsist until fifty years Term of 
fro in the beginning of the calendar year next fbHowing the year in ~opyright 

, . . . . . . . • . . tn records. 
which tJ:1e record is published. ' . 

28; In the case of Government work, where Government is the Term of 
first owner of the copyright therein, copyright shall subsist until cGopyright overnment 
fifty years from the beginning of the calenfliar · year next following works. 
the year in which the work is first published. 

29. In the case of a work of an international organisation to which Term of 

the prbviisi0n-s of section 41 apply, copyright sha;p st1bsis.t until fifty ~fJksi~t in 
years from the beginning of the calendar year next following the inter~ati~nal 
year in which the work is first published. orgamsatiOn, 
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Licences by · 
owners of 

. copyright,· 

Compulsory 
licence in 
works. 
withheld 
from public. 

qqpyrigkt 

GHAPTER VI 

(ACT !4 

LICENCES~ . . . 

3o. The· owner o:f the copyright in any existitig \vo:tk:·ar the pros .. 
pective owner of the copyright in any future work may grant any 
interest. in the right by licence in Writing signed by hiin or by his 
d'uly ·authorised agent: · · · . · · 

Provided that in the case of a licence relating to copyright in any 
future work, the licence shall take effect only when the work comes 
into existence. 

ExpLanation.-Where a person to whom. a licence relating to 
·copyright in any. fuh:J.re work is granted under this section. dies 
before the work comes into existence, his legal representatives shall, 
in the absence of any. provision. to the contrary in the ·licence, be 
entitled to the benefit of the licence. 

31 .. (1) If'at any time during the term uf copyright in any Indian 
work which has been published or performed in public, a complaint 
is made to the Copyright Board that the owner of copyright in the 
work-

(a) has refused to republish or allow the republication of' 
the work or has refused to allow the performance in public of 
the work,· and by' reason of such refusal the work i5 w'ithheld · 
'from the public; or 

(b) has refused to allow communication to the public by 
radio-diffusion of such .wor~ or in the cuse of a record the work 
recorded in such 'r~corJ, . on ter~s • which the . complainant 
considers reasonable;' . · 

the Copyright Board, after g1vmg to the owner of the copyright 
·in the work a reasonable opportunity of being heard and after hold
ing such inquiry as it may deem necessary, may,if it is satisfied that 
the grounds for such refusal are not reasonable, direct the Registrar 
of Copyrights to grant to the complainant a licence to republish the 
work, perform the work in public or communicate the work to the 
public· by radio-diffusion, as the case may be, subject to payment 
to the owner of the copyright of such compensation and subject to 

· ·such other terms and conditions as the Copyright. Board may deter
mine; and thereupon the Registrar oi Copyrights shall grant the 
lincence to the complain~nt in accordance with the directions of the 
Copyright Board, on payment of such. fee as may be prescribed. 

Explanation.~In this sub-section, the expression "Indian work" 
includes-

(i) an artistic work, the author of which is a citizen of India; 
and 
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(ii) · a cinematograph filni or a record niade or manufactured. 

in India. . . 

(2) Where two. or ~o~e pers?ll~ ~:'le .. rn.~~e·a. ~orn.Rla~~ ... ~de~ 
sub•section {J);the··.licence ··sllall>oe ·grantooto~.the:complalliant who·· 
in the opinion of the Copyrigh~ :Bpard would best serve the interests 
of the general public. · 

. . . 

32. (1) Any person may apply to the Copyright Board for a Licrncc: to 

li~ence to produce and publish a translation of a literary or dramatic ~'l;~blish 
work in any language. transhltions, 

(2) Every such application shall be made in such form as may be 
· prescribed and shall state thE:t proposed retail price of. a copy of the 

translation of the work. · 
(3) Every applicant for a licence under this section shall, along 

with his application, deposit with the Registrar of Copyrights such 
fee as may be prescribed. 

(4) Where an application is made to the Copyright Board under 
this section, it may, after holding such inquiry as may be prescrib& 
ed, grant to the applicant a licence, not being an exclusive 
licence, to produce and publish a translation of the work in the 
nu~F.'"'"~;-- mentioned in the application, on condition that the appli· 

pay to the owner of the copyright in the work royal
l"A.,,Y\AI~1" of copies of the translation of the work sold to the 
oolculated at such rate as the Copyright Board may, in th® 

-'-~···- of each case, determine in the· prescribe,d m~er: 

Provided that no such licence shall be granted, unless-
( a) .a translation of the w6i:kin the language mentioned . 

in the application has not beenjmbiished by the owner of the 
copyright in the work or any person authorised l)y him, with
in seven years of the first publication of the work, or ·if a tral1S
lation has been so published, it has been out of print;· 

(b) _the applicant has proved to the satisfaction· of the 
Copyright Board that he had requested and haQ.. been P.enied 
authorisation by the owner of the copyright. to produce' and 
publish such translation, or th\lt he wasunable to find th.eowner 
of the copyright; · ' · 

(c) where the applicant was unable to find th.e owner of 
the copyright, he had sent a copy of his request for such autho
risation to the publisher whose 'name appears from the work, 

. not le~>s than two months before the a,ppiication for the licence; 
(d) the Copyright Board is satisfied tlmt the applicant iS 

competent to produce and publish a correct translation of the 
work and possesses the means to pay ·· t6 the owner· of the. copy-
right the royalties payable to him tinder thi~r section; · 



(t) the· author has not withd:r;~wn from circulation copies 
of the work; and 

M1:rttn ·O~ortvnity · ··,~ ;:1~_6>in,g . -lwarrd. is given,i ,,wHerever 
pr.itdttf;!t!pU~.-:t€ttlie,oi\W;tj.§t:,(;);f:tJue·co,pyright.in ;the wm;k;;·• .... :::•;/· • 

. CHAPTER ·vn 

PERFORMING RIGHTS sociETIES 

P!:rfqrmiQ_g 33. ,( L) Every performing rights soci:ety shall, within the p.resetib· 
!~~~Y to ed time and in the prescribed manner, prepare, publish .a'nd file with 
file state- ·the ~gistr-a;r -of Cqpyrights; statements. of all fees, 'cha·r:ges or noyal· 
~~t~h;trges .ties whioh it prq.poses to collect,for the grant of_ licences dior per
and rDya!ties. forniance in public of works in respect of which it ha.s authority to 

Objeations 
relating t·O 
published 
statements. 

grant such lic.enc.es. 

{2) If any such society· fails to prepttre,' publish or fHe with :the 
Registrar of Copyrights the statements referred to in sub-'Section (1) 
i~ relation to any work in accordance with the provisions of 
;that sub~section, n~ action or -other ;proceeding to .enforroe ·any 
.lemedy, civil or criminal, for infringement of the performing rightG 
•in that work shall .be ·commenced except with the ·consent of the 
ilRLygistrar o-f Copyrights .. · 

, • , ' .. 1 ·'>·It 
.· _·34. Any p.erson having any obJections to any fees~.~:h,ar or 
royalties or other p~rticulars included in any statement' . to 
'hi s~ctioh 33 may at any ti~e lodge such o bj ectlons ·in at 
the Copyright Office. 

l)etermina· 3.5. ( 1) Every objection lqdged at the Copyright _Office under 
tion of ob.o. · sectio_ h 34 sh __ all, _as s. oon as · m_ ay be, b_e referred ·to tb~ _·Copyright jections. . 

· Bbard and the Copyright Board shall decide such objection in thl! 
rilittmet ·hereinafter provided. 

(2) The 'Copyright Board shall, in respect of every 'such -objec
M~n, -giv~ notice ther,eof to the performing rights J;;O<;;iety c.oncerned. 

. . '(3) The 'Copyright Board shall, _ after givin~f s:Uch socjety and 
'the pe'rSon who lodged the objection a reasonal;>le opportunity of 
'being ltear'd and after making such further inquiry a:;; .m~y be 
prescribed, rriake such alterations in the statements as it may think 
fit, a'l'ld shaH transmit the alterations made by it to the Registrar of 
·<;opyrights, who shatl thereupon, as soon as practicable · after the 
:nem~i'pt ·of such alterations, publish them in the Official Gazette and 
fffi'nish the performing· itights ·society concerned and· the person who 
,lodged the objec.tion with· a copy thereof. 

_ ( 4) 'rh~ fees, ch~rg~s or royalties as altered by the Copyright 
;Board sha1~ be th~ ~~. clwrges or r9:yalties whicl;l th~ peqq,nuing 

, 



r:ights society concerned m~y res;pectively lawfully :swe · for or 
collect in respect of the ,-grant by ;it of licenees Jor tQ,e >perfor.mahtle 
in public of wo,rks to whicn Sll.~;h fce~,<~}:larg~s: q~·,J~Yrq4.ti~ relate. 

,. (5) No performing r:ights ,societY sha11 have· 'any 'Hsht of action 
'Or any rig!lt to ~nforce. any civil or other .remedy fO't · in:f'ri'n'gement of 
the performing rights in . ·any .. wor:k against .®Y person who has 
tendered< or . paid to such society the fees, charges or royalties 
specified in respect of that work· in. a statemeut, imblished by 
tha't society under sub-section (1) of section 33.or where,s;Uch 1state-
rnent <has been altered by the Copyright Board unqer th~s ;Section 
in the statement so altered. · 

(6) Where any person has lodged an objection at the 'Copyright 
Office regarding the fees, charges or royalties in respect of auy work 
included in a statement published 'Under section 33, that pel"son . 
or any other person,. on depositmg such fees, charges or roy~ties 
at the Copyright Office, may, pending the final oedision 0~ SU(!h 
objection by the Copyright Board or the High Court, as' the case 
m~y be, perform that work without infrihging the·· copyright 
therein. · 

. (7) The fees, charges or royalties deposited at the Cop,yright 
Qffice under sub-section (6) shall be p~id to the ·per~qnnjngrights 
society concerned or to the person who made th1:1 dEWosit, or p~rt~y 
to' such soCiety and partly to such person, in a:ccordimce w.~tn the 
final decision on the objection as aforesaid. · . 

. . 

~6. Nothil}g. in this Chapter shall be deemed to a.:tfe{lt_,_ iXisti\ig 
. . · (a) any ri,ghts or. liabilities in ·rei~tion to the'·· petfotming ~~~e~~t 

rights in any work acc:~;ued or incurred before the '~mmence-
rrient of this Act; ·1. 

(b) any legal proceedings in Fes.pect ,of such rights or liabili
ties pending at such comme,ncem~nt. 

CHAPTER VIII 

RIGHTS OF BROADCASTING AUTHO;RITIES . / , 
1

, 

I 

'37. (1) Where any programme· is broadcast by .radio-diffusion . by BroaJ;l.o~sr 
the· Government or any other broadcasting authority, a special r~pxe~eti:on 
right to be known as "broadcast reproduction right" shall .subsist in· ngh.. , 

su~h' ·programme. 

(2) The Government or other broadcasting aU:thorlty, as · the 
case. may li>e, shall be the owner of the broadcast re}:l}roduction right 
and such right shall subsist until twenty"'":ffi:ve years from the 
beginning of the calendar year next :following the year 'in WhiCh the 
piogramme is. first broadcast. 
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(3) During the continuance ·of a broadcast reproductfon· right in 
relat~on tQ any progran:ufie, any person who,._:_ 

&;·····,'; r_:H- .. 

··(a} without the licence o:f the ownero{the right-
(i) rebroad.ca~ts til~· · prograihtne · in qii'estii5K or 

substantiall?a:dthereof;o:r·· 

(il) causes the programme in question or any ·~vbstau~ 
tial part tliereof to be heard in public; or 

. (b} without the licence of the owner of the right to utiUse 
the broadcast for the purpose of making a record recording 
the programme in question or any sub,stantial part thereof,· 
makes any such record, . · 

shalL.be deemed to infringe that broadcast reproduction right. · 

38. Sections 18, 19, 30, 53, 55, 58, 64, 65 and 66 shall, with any 
necessary adaptations and modifications, apply in. relation to the 
broadcast reproduction right in any programine as they apply in 
relation to the copyright in a. work; 

Provided that a licen.ce to utilise a broadcast for the purpose 
of making a record recording a programme in which broadcast 
reproduction right subsists or any substantial part of such pro· 
gramme, shall not take effect unless the person to whom s.uchlicence 
is granted has also obtained a licence to make records recording 
th,e work embodied in such programme from the ow.nE;!r of . the 
copyright in such work. . . .. 

Other rights 39. For the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared .. that the 
not aff~cted. broadcast reproduction right conferred upon a broadcasting autho

rity. \l.J:lder thi13 ,Chapter shall not affect the copyright-

. (a) iii any literary, dramatic or musical work which is 
broadcast by that authority; or 

(b) in· any record recording any such work. 

CHAPTER IX 

INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT 

Power to 40. 'i'he Central Government· may, by order published in the 
e!Cten~ . . .. Official Gazette, direct that all or any provisions of· this Act shall 
copynght ··'" · · . 

. to foreign• "' apply- . . . . 
works. ' (a) to works first published in any territory outside I;ndia 

to which the order relates in like manner as if they were first 
published within India; ' 

(b) to unpublished works, or any class ther'eof, the.authors 
whereof were at the time of the making of the work, Subjects 
or citizens • of a foreign country to which· the order rel~tes, in 
like manner as if the authors were citizens of India; '• ' 
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(c) in respect of dom,icile in rutY territory outside India to 
which the order relates. in like ro;mner as if s11ch c1omicile were 
in I11,gia; 

(d) to any workof Whichthe author was atthe date of the 
first publication thereof, or, in a case where the author was dead 
at thatdatel was at the time of his death, a subject or citizen 
of a foreign ·country to which the order relates in like manner 

. ·.a's if the author was a citizen of India at that da'te or time; 

and thereupon, subject to the provisions of this Chapter and of the 
order, this Act shall apply accordingly: . 

. f>rovided that-

(i) before making an order under this section in respect of 
any foreign country (other than a country with which India has 
entered into a treaty or which is a party to a convention relat
ing to, copyright to which India is also a party), the Central 
Government shall be satisfied that that foreign country has 
made, or has undertaken to make, such provisions, if any, as it 
appears to the Central Government expedient to require for· 
the protection in that country of works entitled to copyright 
under the provisions of this Act; 

(ii) the order may provide that the proVISIOns of this Act 
shall apply either generally or in relation to such classes of 

, works or such classes of cases as may. be specified in the order; 

(iii) the order may provide that the term of copyright in 
·India shall not exceed that conferred by the law of the .country 
to whicb the order relates; 

(iv) ~heorder may provide that the enjoyment of the rights 
conferred by this Act shall be subject to the accomplishment 
<;lf such conditions and formalities, if any, as may be prescribed 
b:y the order; 

(v) in applying the provisions of this Act as to ownership 
of copyright, the order. may make such exceptions and modifica
tions as appear necessary, having re~rd to the law of the 
foreign country; 

(vi) the order may provide that this Act .or any part thereof 
shall not apply to works made before the commencement of the 
order or that this Act or any part thereof shall hot appl-y to 
works first published before the commencement of the order. 

41. ( 1) Where- Provisions as 

(a) any 
direction or 
applies, and 

· • . ·· to works of 
work IS made or first pubhshed by or under the certain 
control of any organisation to which this section intern.ational 

· · organtsa- · 
tio~s., · 



·· C'oprJright 

(b)r' there w~ul~, .apart' .. fr0m· ,this. seftron, ·.be·11o copyright 
in bl):e worli in India at the time of· .. tfueil'fl)aking or;•as'the' case .. 

, .. may be, of the first puqlieation thereof;'and 
(c) either-= 

( i) . the W<ll? k. is pubJished as. afoxesaid ip. .. Pl.lFSUa);.lc~ of 
an agreement in that behalf with the author, being an 
agreement which does not reserve to the author the 'copy
right, if any, in the work, or 

(ii) under section 17 any copyright in the work woul'd 
belong to the organisation; · · 

there .,hall, by virtue of this section, be copyright in the work 
thro'\lghout India, 

(2) Any organisation to which this section applies which. at the 
material time had not the legal capacity of a body corporate shall 
have and be deemed at all materialtimes to havehad 'the legal' t!apa
city of a body corporate for the purpose of holding, dealing with, 

_ and enforcing copyrig}it a'nhl in connection with all legal proceedings 

Power tore
strict rights 
in works of 
foreign 
authors first 
published 
:.n India, 

relatin'g to copyrig)1t. - · 

(3) The organisations to which this section applies are such 
qrganisations as the Central Government may, by order. published 
i~ the Official Gazette, declare to be organlsations of which ope or 
more sovereign powers . or the Government. or Governments tp~reof 
are members to which it is expedient that this section shall apply. 

4~. If it appeal's to t}:le Central Government that . a foreign · 
country does not give or has not undertaken to give adequate 
protection to the works of Indian authors, the Central Government 
niay, by order published in the Official Gazette, direct thatsuch of 
the provisions of this Act as confer ,copyright on.wo.rks first.published 
ii:{ India shall not apply to works, published after the date f?pecified 
in the order, the authors whereof are subjects or citizens of such 
f(}re~g'fi country and are: not domiciled in India, and' thereupon those 
provisions shall not apply to such works.· 

Ordersunder 43. Every order made by the Central Govenunent under this 
~~ib!1~iJ'ter Chapter shall, as soon as may b~ after it is made, be laid before both 
before Houses of Parliament and shall be subject to such modifications as 
Parliament. Parliament may make during the session in which it is so laid or the 

session immedilltely following. 

CHAPTER X 

RmiSTRNITON OF COPYRIGR'l' 

Regi'Ster>ef'' 44': There shall be kept at the Copyright Office a register in 
Copyrights; the prescribed form to be called the Register of Copyrights in 
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which may be entered the names or titles of works and the names 
and addresses of authors, publishers and owners of copyright and 
such other particulars . as. may be ,prescribed. 

45:···.CJ)·cTbe·•·•aUthnr·······nr•··•·.•pablisher7of;••orct;ll·~····.· oWI'i.Eir·· of···•· or··•·•other ':IEJ#riesi.fi''·•··········· 
person interested in the copyright in, any work may make an ~~~~~l;h~~. 
application· in the prescribed form ··accompanied· by ·the prescribed 

·. fee to the Registrar of Copyrights for entering particulars of the 
work in the Register .of Copyrights. 

0?> On receipt of an application in respect of any work under 
sub-section (1), the Registrar of Copyrights may, after holding such 

,i:ngujry as he may .deem fit, enter th~ particulars o£ the work in 
the)1egister of Copyrights. 

'46: .'£here shall be also kept at the Copyright Office ,such indexes Indexes. 
of the.Register of Copyrights as may be prescribed. 

)7.: The Register of Copyrights and indexes thereof kept under Form and 

. ,tpis j\ct shall at all re~sonable times b~ open to inspection, and ~rBfe~i!~~~. 
any person shall be entitled to take copies of, or :tnake extracts 
from, such register or indexes on payment of such fee and subject 
to such conditions as may be prescribed . 

. .. .. 4~~ .'J,'he. R~gister of Copyrights shall be prima facie evidence of Register of 
the p·art~culars entered therein and documents purporting to be gopb~ghts 
copies of any entries therein, or extracts therefrom certified by the Prima facie 

.··.R.eg···I···st1'.'ar of Copyright.s and sealed with the seal of the Copyright epvairctt:ncle of . . . . . · 1cu ars 
· Office shall be admissible in evidence in all courts without further entered · 
proof or production of the original. · therein. 

49. T'he Registrar of Copyrights may, in the prescribed cases and Correction 

subject ·to' the! prescribed ·conditions, amend or ·alter the Register of ~~:W;~~:t~~ 
Copyrights by- of Copy-

( ) t . . dd t' rights. a correc mg any error m any name, a . ress . or,. par 1-
. ct).lars; or · . . 

(b) correcting any ather error which may have· arise;n 
therein by accidental slip or omission. 

50. The Copyright Board, on appliootion of the Registrar of Rectifi?tion 
. . . of Regtster 

.. , <:;opy:rights or of any person aggrieved, shall order the rectification by Copyright 
' of the Register of Copyrights by- '• ·,.,~?ard •.. ,:: 

(a) the making of any entry wrongly omitted to be made 
'J_;, .A'{ +f: 

in the register, or 

(b) the expunging of any entry wrongly made in, or. 
remaining on, the register, or 

'(c) the correction of any error or defect in the registP.r. 

639 M. of Law..:_9 
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CHAPTER XI 

JNF~lN<;l-F.:l'4ENT ,OJ!' . CQPY.IUQJ;IT 

• (:A'CT 14 

'+st:, '<lopyrignfin' a wOrk shalr·•oe··.·aeemea··to ···.Be ih£n11ged .•.. 

(a) when any person, without a licence granted ''by ,•tne 
. owner .of the Copyright :o·r the Registrar ·of Copyrights · :u:od:flr · 
this Act or in contravention of the conditions .• of·. a lic:tence •<SO 

grPinted or of any condition imposed by a ~ompE;!te,nt ·a~£h~rity 
1llldE:Jr thJs Act-

(i) does anything, the exclusive right to do which is -by 
this Act conferred upon the owner of the copyright, or 

(ii) permits for profit any place to• be used Jor: the: per
formance of the work in public where . such .periormance 
constitutes an infringement .of. the !;!opy.I',iglJ.t. in ,the .work 

, .u,nless he was .not. aware and J;1ad no re,as0na})le gr_o:\].nd tor 
pelieving that such performance would be an 1n:E.ringE)n::u:~nt 
. of copyright, or · · 

(b) when any person-

m ma:kes for sale or hire, or sells or lets for _hlre, or by 
. ~ay .«;>f trade display.s or offers for sale or hire, or 

( ii) distributes either for the purpose of trade ;Qr ; to 
such an extent as to affect prejudicially the owner of ihe 
copyright, or · 

. {iii) by way of trade .ex;hibits in. pl.lb~tc, or 

(iv). imports (except for the private iind domestic.,use 
of the importer) int.o India, 

any . infringing copies .of the work. 

Exp!~nation.-For the purposes of ihis section, the ;reproduction 
of a literary, dramatic, musical or artistic work .in the .form of a 
cinematograph film shall be deemed to be an ~~·infruqging. copy". 

~rib 44f 52. (1) The following acts shall not constitute an it'ltringenw~.t of 
f:rn~ge~ent copyright, namely:-

of ~JWJ"f: (a) a fair dealing with a literary, dram-atic, musical or 
artistic work for the purposes of-

(i) research or private study; 

(j.i) criticism ,or review, whether ofthat work or of 
· any other work; 
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(b) a fair dealing, with a literary, dm:matic, musical or artis
tic!tW.Qrk:fot>tha.pmpose·. of :reporting .current events""""'-

(i) in· a· rieWspaper,· magazine or similar periodical, or 

(it) by rad~~~4i~~si~n 6r in ~ cim~m<ltog~~I>h film· or. 1>~ 
~eans of photographs; · · 

(c) the reproduqtion of. a li.teracy, dramatic, musical or 
a:vtistic. work for the purpose of a judicial· proceeding or fo.T 
the purpose of a report of a judicial proceeding; 

(df th~ reproduction or publication of a literary, dramatie;. 
musical or artistic w9rk in any work prepared by the Secretariat 
of a Legislature 01", where the Legislature consists, of two Houses, 
b')r, the Secretariat of either House of the Legislature, exclusively 
fdr the ·use of the members of that. Legislature; 

(e) the reproduction of any literary, dramatic or musical 
work in a certified copy made or supplied in accordance with 
any law for the time being iti force; 

(f). the reading or recitation in public of any reasonable 
extract from a published literary or dramatic work; 

(g) the publication in a collection, mainly composed of non
copyright matter, bona fide intended for the use of educational 
institutions, and so described in the title and in any advertise
ment issued by or on behalf of the publisher, of short passages 
from published literary or dramatic works, not themselves 
published for the use of educational institutiop.s, in which copy- . 
right subsists: · 

Provided that not more than two such passages from works 
by the same author are published by the same publisher during 
any period of five years. 

Explanation.-In the. case of a work of joint authorship, 
references in this clause to passages from workS shall include 
references to passages from works by any one or more of the 
authors of those passages or by ~ny one or more of those authors 
in collaboration with any other person; 

(h) the reproduction of· a literacy, dramatic, musical or 
artistic work-

( i) by a teacher or a pupil in the course of instruction; 
or 

(ii) as part of the questions to be answered in an 
examination; or 

(iii~ in answers to such questions; 
(i) the perf!ormance in the course of the activities of an 

educational institution, of a literary, ~amatic or musical· work 
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by the 'staff and students of the institution, or of a Cinemato· 
graph film or a record; if the audience is-limitec;l t 0 sw:;4,;§tafl 
and stude11ts, tl;le p::tren,ts .ap,d ~tup:·<ii.al"ls.of t1le .• , stHd~11ts . and 
personS directly C()ll!l~Cted ~itht};le· activiti~S of'the institution;_ 

·····:•,·· · · · · • H)····1:ne 'ma:Krng·:·:cor 'rE;C!6r<fs\';TfFre§ISe'St~···:o£"'any···'rite'rary 
dramatic or musicalwork if'- · · 

. . - : . : . . ' : . 

(i) records recording that work have previol;lsly been 
. made by, or with the licence or conserifof, the owher.ofthe 

copyright in the w0rk; and, 
(ii) the person making the records has given the pres· 

cribed notice of ,his intention to make the records, . all<l. has 
paid in the prescribed manner to the owner of t:he 'cppy
right in the work royalities in respect of alLsuch re.~ord,.s to 
be made by him, at the rate fixed by the Copyright Eoard 
in this behalf: . · · · . ·. 

. Provided that in making the records such person shall not 
E;lake any alterations in, or omissions from, the work, unless 
records recording the work subject to similar alter~tioris. and 

. omissions have been previously made by, or with the licence or 
· consent of, the owner of the copyright or unless such alterations 

and omissions are reasonably necessary. for the adaptation of the 
work to the records in question; · 

(k) the causing of a recording embodied in a record ·to be 
heard in public by utilising the record,-

. . (i) at any premises where persons reside, as -paJ:t of the 
amenities provided exclusively or· niainiy /'for :.;~~dents 
therein, or . . · · · J'iitg;' · · 

(ii) as part. 01f the activities· of a club, ,society _or other 
organisation which is not established or conducted forcprofit; 
(l) the ·performance of a literary, dramatic or\ ·nmsical 

work by an amateur club or society, if the performance is given 
to a non-paying audience, or for the benefit of a religious •insti-
tution; · .. · . . · · · · · · . · · • · · .. ···, . . 

(m) the reproduction iJ:t a newspaper, magazine qr. other 
periodical· of an article on current economic, political, social or 
religious topics, unless the author ·of such article has expressly . 
reserved to himself the right of such reproduction; 

. (n) the publication in a newspaper, magazine or . other 
periodical of a report of a lecture delivered in public; ' 

( o) the making of not more than three copies of a book · 
(including a pamphlet, sheet of music, map, ch,?'l't or plan) by 
or under the direction of the person. in charge of a public library 
for the use of the library if such book is not available for sale in 
India; , , 
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· · · (p) · the reproduction, for the purpose· of research or private 
study or with a view to publication, of an unpublished lit~tary, 

. An~matic ,or musical workJ~~Pt j~ , q._ JiJ?ra.zy, muset1~ o~ other 
);ti~titutiori to which the p\ipljc·l).(l{q.c(!ess:- · '·'' 

·,<e'.l. . · · .. · · · · :·. 

Pr.ovided that where the identity of the author of q.ny,&\lCh 
work or, in the case of a work of joint authorship, of?ny.o~,the 
authors is known to the library, museum or other institutiQ;r11 as 
the case may be, the provisions of this clause ,shall /flPPly only if 
such reproduction is made at a time more thari fifty yea'rs from 

''the date of· the death of the author or, in the cas-e of a work ot 
joi:iit authorship, from the death of the author whose identity is 
known or, if the identity of more authors than one is known 

.from the death of such of those authors who dies ias~; 

. (q), the reproduct~onor publication of-

(i) any matter which has been published in any Official 
· Gazette except an Act of a Legislature; 

(ii) any Act of a Legislature subject to the condition 
that such Act is reproduced or published together with any 
6ommentary thereon or any other original matter; 

(iii) the report of :any committee, commission, council, 
board or other like body appointed by the G:.overp:me!lt if 

· · •such report has been laid on the .Table of the Legislature, 
unless the reproduction or publication ot such report is ;pro
hibited by the Government; 

(iv) any judgment or order of a court, tribunal. or other 
;cjudicial authority, unless the reproduction .or puq~ication o:fl 
such judgmenit or order is prohibited by the. court, the 
tribunal or other judicial authority, as the case may be; 

·(r). the production or publication o.f a translation in any 
· '' Irkiiaft';latigli'age of an Act ofa Legislature and of any rules or 

orders made thereunder-

.: (i), if no transli:ttiog of,.such Act or rules· or ~:u;ders in 
that language has previously been producec;l or publ;ishefl by 
the Government; or 

(ii) where a translation of such Act or rules or ord~rs in 
-that language has been produeed or published by the 
Government, if t:he translation is not available. for , sale to 
.the,PJibUc;:: · · ··· 

Provided that such translation contains a statement at ·a 
p:r;<;>minent place to the effect that the translation has not been 
authorised or accepted as authentic by the Government; 



. 1 t. Copyright 

.. . (s.). the, making or publishing .. of a painting., drawing, 
1~!}gf~V~I1g or. p},:lotograph of an. architect11ral WOl'Jt. of art;' 

. - - . ':\ . . •" . . -:- ·- . · .. 

·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.····.···.·.·····.·.<·'t\.· .. ·. tli.·.·.a·m·.···.· .. ··ak··.·.·.·.' .. ·.··.in .. ·.··.g··.·.· .. ··.··.··.o .. ·.·• .. r.··.·· ... • .. • .. · .• u.· •. b.·.·.·.·.l·· •. · .. • .. • .• • ..• u·.······.·.~·.· .. -..· .. : ••.. ·g····· .. ·.·.·• ..• · .. · .. f .....• ·.· .... · ........ ·.· .... • .. · ....... ·.•.·.· .. · .. · ...... · ... · .. ·t .... · ... •.·.· ... · .. · ... · .. ·.·.· .. • ... · .. · .. ·.·.·· ... ···· .. ·:.:,· .. ·.··.··· ......... ···.·.a .... ' ... ·· .. ·.·.·.·.· ..... ·.m .. • .•...... '.·.· ... · .. · ... '·g· ..•. ·.·.·.• .. ·.· .. • .. ·······.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.:rt .. · .. ··.·.• ... ·g· .•.. ·tl ...•.... ·· ... ·.·· .... ·•· .. ·.·.· .1···· ·······"<·············· .•. :, ......• P ..... "' .•. !!?~*l .. P. a .• P;u,Il..1Ilg, .u.J: .. w ... , .e . .av 
111gor photo~rap~· .. of ... a .. 'sculptut~,· or. othef.attistfc''work' 'r~Hfing ··· · 

,; ''uhd&· s\lb~~lause .· (ii?-) of. d~use: · (c)! of section 2, if such work is 
petmtmentl&: situate in· a public place or any premises to which 

• tW~i·ptiblicihas access'; 

(u)' t}le im:lusion in a cinematograph film of'-
_, '• , ·- ·- ,· - ; .. ) .. , ' 

.. (i) any artistic work permanently sit11ate in ar, pl!lblic 
,place .or any premises to which the public has acces.s;·,or 

(ii) any 'other artistic work, if such inClusion is only by 
way· of !background• 'or· is otherwise incidental to the: princi
pal matters represented in 'he film; 

(v) the use by the author orf an artistic work, where tht
. author of·such' work is not the owner of the copyright therein, 

of any mould, cast,· sketch, plan, model or study. made , by him 
, . for the purpo,se of the work: 

l?rovi<i,ed.,tha,t. he does not thereby repeat or imitate the 
main qesign of the work; · 

(w}:,,thi:!i rrtaking,:o!fi·an object of any description in three 
'dimi:hi~iorts of :an artistic work in•two dimensions, if the: object 

· ·· · w.OuRl><not1 iappea:rl,, to' pet-sons' wha a.re ·. riot• experts · in' relation to 
·~objects of that descrit>tion;· to be a reJi)roduction of the artistic 
work; 

" (x)" the' recbti.·s'truction of a· building .or structure in accord
. 'at1ce \vith the· architectural drawings or plans by reference to 
which the building or structure. was originally constructed: 

Provided that the origin~l construction was made with the. 
consent o:r licence. of the owner of the copyright ill such 
drawings and plans; 

(?)) in'l"elati'oncto a literary, dramatic or musical work 
. ·tece~rded or reproduced in any cinematograph· film, the exhibi" 

tion of such film after the expiration· of the term of copyright 
therein: · · 

Provided! that the provisions · of sub-clause ( ii) · of clause 
(a), sub-clause (i)· of cla1f8e (b) and clauses (d), (f), (g), (m) and 
(p) shall not apply as respects any act unless that act is accompanied 
~Y .an ~cknowledgment- · 

f.· · · ·(i) 'ident~fying the work by its title or other descripti-on; 
~dJ . . . ··, ·• 
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(ii) ,-u,nl~ss. 'the ,.;work is anonymolJS or the. ;~~:utllp;r ;:~f the .···. _ . 
'iWofk,:rh;;tS• .pJ;(;!ViQU~~y,agreed .• or· req1Jir~4;.t'l;lat,r:p.Q ,ac;Jm.qw,l~>~e~. .. ..·. 

'JriD~Jil;i l:>f. J::}isvP.at'l(l,e .• ;~bg~l4 ,}?~. ;rn..~de;,p,ls.H i,¢1rt'iHji,f~.W~c~th~\ll:utQ.p;r.··.;;,,';'1 ":;: • 

·;.,;;J.;<t~·r''Tlie··•J?fiovrst<>ti~··t;I···.sfrBlseamn:··:(1')''slt~Hl~J?~IY:1'f<Plhe0aotiig·L~r· 
any act ·in . relation to the translati<m: of a ·.·.··utet~ry; 'i dtama\tic · · · or 

' ;-musica:l· work or the • adaptation· of a :literary,. dr():mMie,.:J·nu§i!'l~l or 
· ·-artistic-~orkas they • apply. in relation to the·wo:Vk ':itsel£. · . 

. ... ' 

·53. (1) The Registrar of Copyrights, on application -roy othe Importation 
· .. 'owner of the copyrightin any work or byihis du1y;aUJthdrise:diagent ofil:'fringing 

•and··on·payment -of the prescribed fe~;·may, a;ft~r;ma'ki~gsu,Qh i;~tlJilmry copies. 

as he deems fit, .order that .copies made out .of I,:n,dia of,,the,iW,Qrk 
i'rWW~h,rifrmp,c;le in India wouw ).n,frh,1ge C9pyr~ght sh!'!),l n.ot be 
si.~RP.Vted. .. . ," -~ 

7 -- . . 

. ' ,(2) S.ubject to any rules made under this Act, the Registrar- of 
Copyrjghts or any person authorised -by ·him .fn thjs h·ehalf may 

.. enter ~my ship, dock or premises where a.ny · such cupie~: ,as 'are 
,:referred to in sub-section (1) rnay be found and may' e;x.{lthine'sur:h 
cop.ies. 

(3) All copies to which any order made und~r sub-s~tfon 
. 1 (J.) app~ies shall-,pe deemed to be goods, of.which:-the ·r~l!lpQrthas 

·r g@~n, rP,r(!lJ9,ibi:ted ·or :XE!S:t.l'icted. under :section. 19 .. of, :t)il;e) ~e.a 'G:us.t9'JllS 
3 of 1878. Act, 1878, and all the provisions of that Act shall have effect 

. ,. 1a,~cprdi;Q:gly: " !< • , 

• J lP.rovided· that all such copies confiscated under the· provis':i'enS! of 
· :the' said Act shall •not vest in· the Govellllment but :shal1! 'beJd~livetted 
· t>O the owner•of the copyright i:n the 'work. 

r· 

. . . 

CHAPTER XII ..... _,,,-_-' 

!J 

:\_f. 

-54i. For the PUlllOSes of this Chapter, unleSs the cbfi't~t o'therwise De~~_n. 
re<_IuirE!S, the e~pression "owner of copyright'' shall'illclude::.:-:-'< · 

<!--': ,.,_ 

(a) an exclusive licensee; 

(b) in -the case of an anonymous or· psaudonYWAUS literary, 
· dramatic, musical or artistic work, the publisher,·of; 11he work, 

until the, ;i.dent~tv -of the. author or, in. ,the case . of. a,t);\anonymous 
w~rk. of j,Q,W,t ~u"thor:;hip, or' a work; of j~ip,t ~:ut:t\w~?~ti?. ,;publish
ed und,er names all of which are ,pseuc;lonyms, _the j_<:lentity of 
any .of the authors, is d,isclosed pul51icly by· the·:'authbt and the 
publisher or. is otherwise established to t~e satisfaction of' the
Copyright Board by that author or his legal r~presentatives .. 
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C.ivil reme- .•..•. · · •.. '~5 .. ''(l) :Where . copyright in any . work has . been infringed, 
fci:i~~~men?th«i!, o:Wn~r orthe e9pyright shall, except ~s ·otherwise ·provided by 
of copyright.th.~·s· 'Ad, ·?~··eiitftl~d t~ <Otll-.such remedies ·-by way of irljuuction, 

~Gn;>,flfges, r4C;coun:t$iR.:Q.(i.;.otlie:t')Vis~ as are .. or. may· be ~~mf.~:r]irdi·.b.tlaV! 
1 Jar ·t:P~ ,infring~n:i.ent of a right: · .. ·· · ... · 

• '.· •. ':.. . : ·-i -· \ • .., 

P~QVided .that if the defendantproves that at the date of _the 
infringemeN.t he was ~ot aware and had no reaSO'naple g:¥0\,llild: for 
believing that copyright subsisted in the work, the plaintiff shall 

;' · inot be -entitled .to any remedy other than an injunction. in rf:lspect 
·· ·of -t\l:ieihfringement and a decree for the whole or part of t~ PWfits 
. 'tnad:e by the defendant by the sale of the, infringing copies as the 
· court may in the circumstances deem reasonable .. 

. · (2) 'Where, in the case of a literary, dramatic, musical • br artistic 
work, a name purporting to be that of the author or the publisher, 

.as the ;case may be, appears on copies of the work as published, or, 
. in_ the· c.ase of an artistic work, appeared on the work wq~n it was 

·"made, the. person· whose name so appears or ·appeared shall,. in any 
· .·.proceedipg in r;espect of infringement of copyright in such work, 

be presumed, unless the contrary is proved, to be the author or the 
p:ublisher of the work, as the case may be. 

,' ~ ~- - r' < 

·· . : >(3) The costs of all parties in any proceedings in respect of 
~·f, thE:dnfti:ngein:erit of copyright shall be in the discretion of the court. 
·J·) _ ,;.,t.· :r · · d.. , 

Protection of 56. Subject to the provisions of this Act, where the several 
~~&:~:.te ·;,, r;ights comprising t!he copyright. in any work are .oV!ne(l by -·different 

persons, the owner of any such right shall, to the e~t~nt of,~pat 
right, be entitled to the reme,dies provided by this. Act and may 
individually enforce such right by means of any suit, action or 
other proceeding without making the owner of any other right a 
party to such suit, action or p'roceeding. 

i: Author's 57. (1) Independently of the author's copyright, and even after· 
;&~~::!:, ; .;· ·t~~\~~sigm:,n,ent either wholly ,or partially of the said ·<:!Opyrig}1t, the 

author pf a work shall have the right to cJaim the authorship of the 
work as well as the right to restrain, or claim damages in respect 
of,-

'f r ' (a) any distortion, mutilation or other modific'ation of the 
, ' r .. •·N said· work; or· 

:· 'J " _{b') apy other action in relation to the said wo-rk which 
wotild l;)e pr~judicial to his honour or reputa:tien. ' 

. ' (2) ,The .. :r,i_gbt confened upon an author of a w~rk: by sub-section 
.. , , (1-),, o,tper,'ij;\an the right, to- claim authorship of the work,. may be 

exerqi~e,q, py :~~ legal .representatives of the author.. 
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:. ···.Pmwiclect.·that -the· ow.n~r of .·the c6pyright s:haJl not' be E!nHtled 
to any remedy· in: rt=rs:Pclct 'olf;the c·0nv·ersixmiof iany: itrfririgihg' copies, 
if the opponent proves-

(a}'that ;H~' wl:W not aware and had no reasonable ground to 
i .... :.--..,-, ; _"-- _ ... ;. .},-.i·;·;\'--;·'i,-."'";'~'\ '::,--\ -t-, ~--:_-,--~~; :.-;---~_-:<. -:\· ';_., ,·:·_:·-.:~-; .. 

· ·o~l~eV;e th8J c'o,pyrrgnt s\:tbf{isted lh t):le ·wen"!\ of. ~liich such copies 
· afe:alieged. td'b.fih'ffi'riging topie§;· or · .· · · ·. · · · · · 

, (p) tha.t .h~ had reftspn~bl~ grqunds for b~lit:vi~g that such 
copies ot .pl~t~s do·.· ~'ot :involve .in:l'ringen:uint of the, copyright. m 
iuiy #orK. · · · · · · · · · · · ~- . · · · • 

. , ,S~t .(l).~NotwhhstandbiJ;K.P~nythingeontain~d if). the Specific Relief ~;~~~~%~s 
Af!k 187.7, •. where the' <;:ox. :;;tq1ction• of· a building: or other str:uctttre in the case of 

t-:· h '.,/ .··-'·· .. , • . ·1...· h 'f .. - 1 t d ld. · f · ·. th . works of 
w..,.~~ ,-g!rJ;fHlg~~A:lr ····WnlC. ;· .. ·~_-,. comp -e. e ,. •W9.l:l .• ~n nng.e ··_. · • e•· copy- llrchitecture. 
ril$ht,-J.n, spro,.er-oth.er WOI\~. :Q-as;'b~en ·commenced; ther owner of the 
copyright shla'l-l' mit J.Jec-entitledrto obtain a:ri injun-ctin'mto restrEl.ih· 
the construction of such building or structure or to order its demoliM 
tion. 

(2) Not~ing in section 58 shall apply in respect of the construc
tion of a building or other sttuctu-te·: which infringes or which, if 
co~~t'h% Y,.r,PPlg "lnfr~:p,g~., th.~·· copyD~¥};1,i r•ilJi, ~ome -ot;h,e.r. w.or ~; i\ y ' _ 1o :rJrt·;~ G;. 

60. Wh_ ere any person claiming to be the owner of copyright1 'ifiLiRe'g}~~~~Ji~_;r;~--' 
k b . 1 d t' t t'L • tl-.m + . the C~!<,PJtJ ~'' any wor , y ~1rcu ars, a ver ~~eme? s or .o: ~~~~~}~e:~ ,1~1e~ yt;ns any grol.ln~ti~~r;! 11 ;;, 

other pe.rso~ w1th a~Y, ,,!e&~,\ -~~pce_;~u:J,gs __ o~, ~.W~I:I~t:,~n,1_ft7~sl1~ct of an f~1:it.Q:~J.¢•~~r~1 
alleged mfrmgement"df the·eopytlght, any person aggr1eved. thereby di~gs~·fl5" "'"' 

ma~v not'*itli~f~hding atll~tlifnd'tctiftiliil<fti 'iH s~·~tibr1) 142'· 8i tWJI s-tikdfiFh: 
. . . (fJ(}cJ c·iJ(ilr ~fu ~:Jc"n 'c(Ji'(l 1o .. ·.::·:/f\{ 

Rehef Act, 1877, mstitute a declaratory; ·suit tnat theallege.d mfringe- · 
men-t1th 'Whi'eh the tl'ire'afsi t!:!IktMd1 (tv~s1 '.ndt' 'lt? ra6t' 1£h\n.ffli\~Mffi~\fif:'6! . , 
any l~gait 'rlgnts '6£ tli'Ef' !p~r~oH r Wi'cl:kiri~·~UBhn t1irJ~ts'1iUft1N :rrlfi~ t&1 ghyn' 
such suit-· ... idJ l ,!,, ' '· ·ric . · .. ,! J,.r;_ r: '{' _~:, ''~· ·,.,,nq '·"-f;u:·. 

, (a) obtain. an .injunctior, aga~nst .. ~E:! continuaqc;:~ s:>r St!~h to ,;,,,.,, , . ;~:~~~igf~\~~i~~i;~~~~~~~,~~ :;¥y';~~~:~~,i~qf~~~~~~d ;~~:,; _,,~n:~i::w,, 
JNr<tYJid~fl-\ rfh~t tlfl~o<¥t1§tiQn; r ~P,;p.ll, lP:9itcl~~lMl·~fr\tla~! Rfv:',.S(),fl; J 1\l,lil~ip~r' -, 

sup;~ o~P.~t;a ~Ri;; W:i t{hGlllfo. QjJigJfU_ff!'!; ¢Q::rr:\'J,;l(l,~P.§l'ElSJ ~~ndrflllr'QSe,o/1}1t~~·)agr!Q1~t~Ptl1!·r i 
for mfrmgement of ,'ij}~l:~~'\)'irigh~LJC~?il-..t1giJ §¥:JJOOHI •Jcl ,·JfdG)fJ:IL•U •_.•,, 

639 M of Law-Io . 
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Owner • . ·. 61. (1) In every civilsuitor other proce~ding l.'e,gardin~ _i!lf~inge-
.. ~gb~PJi!et·. m,ent of cop~y~ght_'in~t!jM,1~9:.· ~~ ~, ~xclusiv~ . __ lis~p.~~.e •.. the .. p~J:y~f.Qi_ .. 

to ...... ~hr,.,,pto,.t:he. copyJJig:h~,,.s:h.9.}l,t··l:l'Pless-·· t:h~,··~.P't.l~t othervv;i~e*m:t'e,S;~~~·':'~~·-.mad~ · ~ · ,·,· 
ceedmg; ' ... de~endall.t and Wll~i:~ svch OWJ1er is.1n~<Je. a defenda#k he shalf h~v~ ·. 

the right. to dispute the claim of the exclusive licen~ee. . · · 

(2} Where any civil sUit or other proceeding regarding il'lfrlnge- . 
ment of copyright instituted by an exclusive licensee is successful, 
no fresh suit or other proceeding in respect of the same cause of 
action shall lie at the instance of the owner of the copyright. 

Jurisdiction 62. (1) Every suit or other civil proceeding arising under this 
~ai~;st~i=~ Chapter in respect of the infringement of copyright in any work 
in?under or the infringement of any other right conferred by this Act shal1 
thts Chapter. be instituted in the district court having jurisdiction. 

· (2) For the pUi:pose of sub-section (1), a "district court having 
jurisdiction" shall, notwithstanding anything. contained in the Code 
of Civil Procedure, 1908, or any other law for the time being in force, S of I9o8 
include a district court within the local limits of whose jurisdiction, 
at the time of the institution of the suit or other proceeding, the 
person instituting the sUit or other proceeding or, where there are· 
more than one such persons, any of them actually and voluntarily 
resides or carries on busi~ess or personally works for gain. 

CHAPTER. XIII 

OFFENCES . ·~ . ~ ' 

Offence of 63. Any 
infringet?ent ment of-

person who knowingly infringes or abets the infHhge-: 

of cqpYl'lght . 
or other 
rights coli.' 
ferred by 
this Act. 

(a) the copyright in a work, or 

(b) any other right conferred by this Act, 

·shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to one . 
year, or with fine, or with both. · 

Exptanation.-Construction of a building or other structure which 
infringes or which, if completed, • would infringe the copyright in . 
some other work shall not be an offence under this section. 

Po~er of 64. (1) Where a magistrate has taken cognizance of any offence 
~~~h:fring- under section 63 in respect of the infringement of copyright in any 
ing copies. work, it shall be lawful for any police officer, not below the ra,n,k of 

sub-inspector, to seize without any warrant ftrom the magistrate, all 
copies of the work wherever found, which appear · to him to be 
infringing copies of the work and all copies so sei~~d ~h~ll, a'ii soon 
as practicable, be pro$tced before the magistrate. ·· · · 
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(2) Any person having an interest in any copies· of a work s~ized 
und~r sub~section (l) pay, \Vithin.~fteen days of such seizure; mo~e 
an. application to the ma~ist~ate fq~ ~l1ch copies ~ei11~ resto,::d. t~ 
hiiQ:'••alH:l th~'·magist):'~te; •i[ftet lf~aringcthefappli(:aftt··a.p.tl· .•. t}ie• Cbll);·•· 

plainant ·.and . making. such· further inquiry· as may··be necessary,· shall· 
make such order 011 the application as he Iriay deem fit. 

65. Any person w:ho knowingly makes, or has in his possession. Possenion of 

any plate for the. purppse of making infringing copies of any work ~:J;~8/0~f 
in which copyright subsists shall be punishable with imprisonment m.aki~g in-
which may extend to .one year, or with fine, or with both. ~~~~~g 

66. The court trying any offence under this Act ·may, whether pisJ?o~lof 
the alleged offender is convicted· or not; order that all copies of the ~~;I~r~; 
work or all plates in the possession of the alleged offender, which plates for 

appear to it to be infringing copies, or plates for the purpose of ~a~~~ei~: 
making infringing copies, be delivered up . to· the. owner of the copy- frin;ging 
right. cop1es. 

67. Any person ':Vho,- Penalty for 

) . . making false 
(a makes or causes to be made a false entry m the Register entries in 

of Copyrights kept under this Act, or re~iste:r, etc,; 
(b) . . . • · for produc-

makes or causes to be made a wntmg falsely purport- ing o:r ten-
fig to be a copy of any entry in such register or deri~g false 

' . entnes. 
(c) produces or tEo11.ders or causes to be produced or tendf>r- · . 

ed as evidence any such entry or writing, knowing the same to 
be false, · · 

shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to one 
year, or with fine, or with both. 

68. Any person who,- Penalty for 

(a) 'th · t d · · . making false WI a VIew o eceivmg ~my authority or officer in the statements 
execution of the provisions of this Act, or . for the pur-

(b) 'th · . . . · pose of . . . . WI a VIew to procurmg or mfluencing the doing or deceivirig or 
omission of anything in relation to this Act or any matter influenein~ 
thereunder . . any authon,~y 

' or officer. 

makes a false statement or representation knowing the same to be 
false, shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to 
one year, or with fine, or with both. 

69. (1) Where any offence under this Act has been committed by Offence~,., 
a company, every person who at the time the offence was commit- compame · 
ted was in charge of, and was responsible to the company for, the 
conduct of the bqsiness of the company, as well as the company 
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s~~H p~,-4~~P?e<;l tp,~T--~J1Y.,pt~~~P:.P~~n,~~i'~-(} '~-~~P .. \J7 .. lja9~~ to 
~.~~~7P?~~sl~~sa§~ms.f~~~~,#'m~~~f;~t~9·ff$8;~~rrf=,-s. ~- ,;.~i1 :·:)··: -Lc;;,z ·:~:,:wrn 
· ::r ~ro¥~A.§4. yJ'iq~,~~~~~g f18~WJ-nf;lq~-xllJ!i~S,:-~~~~~ctJ9At§B~~#rt;~~ct~~ . 

·aiWY::P~r.s.pn;•);tie.l>J§;:,vP:r!'~~;f'RBm¥J.mt.~n~~~;'Aft"~~;-~9E~~~l1T:te#}e~;~~~ll~r: 
· 'M~i>; H\~WPJtte4~ ':Ybtl't.QNk P.Asy-l}fiJtWi!ce~i••Rf1 ~¥Jtta-~Jfl~J}}}ff!l~!f~ !t~Lftlltt .. 
. diligence ·to pre:ve,J;l,-t.~:P,e".'<;!{fP-m~s~l,o:p,..q~ ·i=lH-~~r9ff~lil;(!e1, r' ,,, ... :. 

(2)Notwithstapdfug anyfu,ing ~ont~ined ~n s\lb~section (1), 
. . ·· ;wh~H~ an '<ilfferrce urtdc;r this :A_6fhas•be~ri 'comrrutt~ ·byi ~ '·co~pahy, 

·_ .. -,and it is proved that·tii~;·off~nce·wp.s· c6niirii1lted; 'Wi1h·the ·coiisent 
:,or connivance of~ or is.att{l:b~Hible to ahy;n&glig~iic'e- .on the·;p~rt 
. of, any dinktor,"rrianager; s'ecreta.'Yy·orc/th.erhffi.dei Of; the c6iliJja'rt)f';' 

such director, manager, secretary or other officer shall also be deem-
::eli, to :he gu,i~ty of..pp:~J:<Jff~nce and>~_h,all ,l;)e Ji~\llM t<Ll>-~ pmce.~9-ed 
q,g8,inst . anA pt;1nisP,ed · :::wso.r:diQ,gly_. · -· · 

···'Explanation.-'-F'orthe purposes of this:sectioh"-

•· {a) -"~9HWa~y1~· ~ea~s:a·fl'Y 'hpdy.;c~~~Zf;at~naWl j~~~~~e$.;,_a,. 
firm or other association of persons; and · . . 

(b) "director" in relation to a firm means a partner in the 
firm. 

Cog~i2;al;lce · 70. Nb court inferior to that of· . a pt~~ld~ricy magistrate or a 
ofb!:(~p:~~s~ , magistrate of the Hrst class s~all_ try ~11Y offencE! ).inde:r th'is Act. 

-~- . _) 

Appeals 71. Any person aggrieved by an order made unqer s.ub-sectiqn {2) . 
agai~st . odL section· 6;4 or seeti:6n:'66 may, -With-in •ithiit§ days.·()f''ttiie :;d'atti·c'Bf 
~<;r:~~~f!~~~ such order, appeal to the court to which-Qppeals f'rom;the'coutfrriak.: 

ing the order ordinarily lie, and such appella~ertour.tmay qi:r:~ct?that 
•r execut)on Of the order be Stayed pending Q.i:?P,O,&al art}).~ ,ap,peal. 

: ·_ . .... ' . . ; . ::. ' :. i .._;.; -., - '.'- ·: .. - . · .. '.- : __ ., / 

ApJ?eals , 72. (1) Any person aggrieved by any' :firi.al. deCision 9rorder of 
circii~g~r .. ·,the r:tegistrar of •CDpyri!ghts may, withiJ?. ·th_r~e m.6,h~s .. from the 
~i,~~.~t~r .~>f date of th.e:rord~l' 01'-'ldeciiion; appeal tO thePe6}jyrf~t13'6ard.''' ,._. 
Gdpmg;l1ts · · .. ·. · .. , · . 
and CoPY"' 
right Board (2) Any person aggrieved by any final decision or order of the 

Copwright Board; not being -a decision;or >otcier: made in an· apE~~i 
under sub-s~timi {l), ,may, -within-three month~ Jfom the.'date:·'of 
such decision or order, appeal to the :High Coi:ltt withit( V:;hb~~ 
jurisdiction thea;ppella,nt a,ctually and yol<J,l).tari~y J::!;!sid{}s or~carries 

. onhpsiness or:,p~rsor-a.HY y.rork,s r:or g~.in,.: ... · - - . . 

;?r:,ovided th~i no•su,ch .appeal shall-lie agaipst a decision o.f, the 
Copyright Bo:anl under section· :6. 



9!i tj~}~ ~r\~1{~i~~5 1t 
,,, ,~~);,~l~,"$!~}S!J1E!tiQ~, t~_er:, P~,J:~?1n~t, ,tbrr~~,, iffi?Ol~h~fociM\:1v~~4:~iforr an _,,q rri'"' .J/ 

~BRM~· ·lfn~JE!rs)~ff~{r~8cti<1~· 'Jp~,}i$~b \~c¥~5\;r{P ~flH{i!f-S;,; fi:( &CCF)i~rff '".;:;,~n:.'i ti~~':r; 
·ro- ~~ ~~P~x~i\la~;.ord~5s;B5 •Yrfr~tqcH1,-)~~~--"-·~2q~19~_- fHlBS~~e~o-.~~(rlg~ u~l1ft\! 

-•. ' n~3 .. ;t±lie'1~tg:Hi1e8firt~<:lha§";ffia~6Siith~~ 78&risi&~He~r~'~P-tl~~-~A%k.:?A" J? ?1 'fTJ~~:~; : ·· 
t~filh~')?~o~~'Qu:fe . 'tb ; b~:c~ol~6VIed ~n :respect' . of1'ai)ipeit~''ffiid~r; t~:~~~ 1~~:cf~·s·.· 

5 of 1908. 

}' ·' 

. under s~ctxon 72. 
r-: T 

.,""f.' >·:. 

.' ; ; :· ~ . ; 

;:, i?4.; -The ':;Re~istraf. of'Copytrg}:lts and.:·ih'e 'Co}Jy~iglit 'Bo_ard -~hall Registrar of 
have the powers of a; civil c·(mr~ Wfrerr·tt)flr:ig a:'-suit ttlidfef':th~r!Code Copyrights 

qj>-rCicvilrPr.oced.u.r.E\ -:-1908, -in, .. ;Fespect •()if ''tlie-,JfcYhlow4.n,€t·.·) matters, ~~t c~J'lr'd 
namely·- ···· to possess 

• certam 
.- ,. . · , . · . . ,_, . . , powers of 

(~l n~\,lffi}n~>,:n,,ing, 'iaAd,; :~,nf~~in;g tP,~_, ;9 ~t_e:n,~g.l\'<m ,.-,of;, ~ny(~ p,erson civil courts, · 

and ~aminillg him on oath; 

.;(!h} qrequiHng·: ithe discover:<~ ana:. ':f'Jiodtic~ti0n : cGf \ ab.y docu-
ment; ~::-r.·· .. _,. ,_ '·, ;.~ ,.~ ·:-;.__(:.._ 

-~ c{ cl):" _; }tte~i.V.in~{-~.-ev.idence -~-6n; :~:fti<lavlts; :-. = • : 

··(d) •=isfuhig ·commissi6ns fo·r ti~ bduiiiri&tio'ti bt"ivHfii!~sJs or 
docuin;~~r · ,_,. "' · _, -- :c • < .. ·· 

; . : ;~e:)\)requ.h:i~'an.in:g :any •pwl1l'lic: riecottV rorr~ctip'¥- lttiei'.eof from 
;,an:y c:ou:vt :g:r;;ofiroe; · 1 . • · ,; ' ;:c: 

(f) any other matter which ni~y 'b~ )Ji-escrihea.: · 
--·d ~'lanati-un:.;;;-ID-or. Jtrhe pu~pose ,'til eni:cii'tiin•l}'J'the,<a.ltit!€mdance .of_ 

witmn>ses1; • .the.L Ioeat4imUs' ·of th:e .· ju'liisdieJtiorl- Qlf)fth.te ')Niegis1\rer' ;:J6f 
. Oopydg.hlts·'Or rthe? ~p~tight- Board1 as-' tible ca~e· tn8'yibe,\ 'shall~q;e the 
limitsrw~. ~the >te:Vritory <iif,Ind~a: · ·,, u; · \'u;'l · " 

--_, · :!76. 'No sri it ·or other legal proceeding 'sli~lllie ag&i'rist any persoh Protedtion of 

in respect of anything which Is in good faith dor1e or intended to be f~~~~d ~~:. 
aon.e>in'Pl!lrsuance: orthis Act. '· · '' ' ;L , 



Copyright 

Certain per
sons to be 
public ser
vants, 

7'Z. Every officer . appointed under this Act and every ll1ember of 
the Copyright Board shall be_ p.ee~ed _tq ~e}=t P':'l>lic serya1,1t wit}lin 
the meaning of section 21 of the Indian ''Penal Code. . '; ' ; , . : 45 ()f I86o~ 

,- -~.} ,,, }_, ,, > 

Power 'to_> ......... · .. · ·•7s:·· T1) · Tlle' Ce~tfaF~O:&\i~f~m~#f'·ilia.{ B:Y' liotific~tion·· ~n ·. __ .the 
W!l~~ rylea. Official Gazette, m~ke · rules1 · for. carrying out t}le pu,rpose.:?, ,6f . , this 

Repeals, 
savings, 
and transi
tional pro
visions. 

Ad . 

(2). In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing power, tlhe Central' Government may make rules to pro;. 
vide for all or any of the following matters, namely:-

(a) the term of office and conditions of service of the Chair
man and other members of the Copyright Board; 

(b) the form olf complaints and applications to be made, and 
the licences to be granted, under this Act; 

(c) the procedure to be followed in connection with any 
proceeding before the Registrar of Copyrights; 

(d) the manner of determining any royalties payable under 
this Act, and the security to be taken for the payment of such 
royalties; · f 

(e) the form of Register of Copyrights to be kept under this· 
Act and the particulars to be entered therein; 

(f) the matters in respect of which the Regi&trar of Copy
rights and the Copyright Board shall have powers of a civil court; 

(g) the fees which may be payable under this Act; 

(h) the regulation of business of the Copyright Office and of 
all things by this Act placed under the direction or control of 
the Registrar· of Copyrights. 

(3) All rules made under this section shall, as soon as may be 
after they are made, be laid before both Houses of Parliam~nt for 
not less · than thirty days and· shall be subject to such modificati0ns 
as Parliament may make during the session in which they -are so 
laid or the session immediately following. 

79. (1) The Indian Copyright Act, 1914, and the Copyright Act 
of 1911 passed by the Parliament of the United Kingdom as modified 
in its application to India by the Indian Copyright Ac't, 1914, are 
hereby repealed. 

(2) Where any person has, before the commencement of this :Act, 
taken any. action whereby he has incmred any expenditure or liabi
lities in connection with the reproduction or performance . of any 

1 For the Copyright Rules, 1958, ~ee Gazette of India, Exttaordi!lary, Part II, Sectio.n 
3, page 167. · 

3 of1914. 



OF 1957] Copyright 79 

work in a manner which at the time was lawful or for the pur
pose·of.or.wit,ha view.tothe rep~oductio~ or performance of .(1 wo~k 

·. ····at,ac tim~ wb~J;l'~Uch reprod].lction or'P~rforn;ran:c~''Would;'hUt for 
the. comin~ il}lt,o•for:ce .of. this 4\:ct~_have been-lawful,. nothing in this 
section shall diminish · or prejudice any rights or interests arising 
from or in· connection with s~ch action which are subsisting .and 
valuable at the said date, unless the pe1'son who,. by virtue ~f this 
Act, becomes entitled to restrain such reproduction or performance 
agrees to pay such compensation as, failing agreement, may be deter· 

, m.tftedpy, t4e .qopyright Board. 

(3)' Copyright shall not subsist by virtue of this Act in any work 
, in which, copyright did not subsist immediately before the com· 
· metiterneht of this Act .under ~ny Act repealed by sub-section (1). 

' ~- • ·; , . - , I 

(4} Where copyright, subsisted in any work immediately before 
··. the commencement ofthis Ac:t, the rights comprising S).lCh copyright 

shall; as from the date of such commencement; he the rights specified 
.·in 'section 14 in relation to the class of works to which such wor~ 
belongs, and where any new rights are conferred by that section, the 
owner of such rights shall be- . 

. ,; I" 

(a) in any case where copyright in the work was wholly 
assigned before the commencement of this Act, the assignee or 
his succ~ssor-in-interest; 

j f ,f. . . . 

(b) in any other case, the person who was the first owner of 
; i the co~~f~l$ht in MW· .w()r]F vnder. any Act repealed by sub

section, ('1) or his 1egal representatives. 
'' ':} l ! , ' 

. , (5,) ~xc,ept as otherwise pr:ovided in. this Act, where any person 
is, entitled. imm~diately . before the .comm~ncement of .. this Act to 
-pi""l::,::: !\·_·._, -d .-'_! ,._. : t.- :'\•,;_·:..-·:. . '. .-.·_L· ·. ·L.· _ ·.:. • 

copyrightin any work or any right in such copynght·or to an mterest 
ii:i· ~ii:Y slibh ctight;: h'e'' ~hall' continue to be entitled. to such right or 
Jinterest for·the period for which he would have been entitled there,. 
lto if, this, J,\;ct had .not c9me ~pto f()rce. 

• ; (6) Nothing contained in this Act shall be· deemed to render any 
act done before its commencement an infringement of copyright. if 
that act would not otherwise have constituted such an infringe
~menk, 

· (7) 'Save as otherwise provided in this section, nothing in this 
secUon .sh9,ll be deemed to aff~rt the application of the General 

J;) of r8p7. Cla_uses. Act, 1897, with respect to the effect of repeals. 

£§§ 
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